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Summary: 


The Adepts are feeling rather bored at the end of their 
adventure but it doesn't last long. 


1. Chapter1 
When Adepts go Insane 
X-O-X-O-X 


This was an old fanfic | wrote a long time ago, but now it's 
had a major overhaul. Lots of rewriting went into it. It's crazy 
and insane and just plain fun. 


Camelot owns Golden Sun. 
X-0-X-0-X 


It was a particularly dull day in the village of New Vale, 
located just near the original Vale which lay inside a crater, 
no thanks to the unleashing of Alchemy. There was very little 
to do now that the world had been saved, or at least four 
certain Adepts seemed to think so. Lounging around the 
village and doing absolutely nothing was preferable to 
listening to Kraden drone on about how Alchemy would be 
affecting Weyard in the future. 


Sure, they did care about what would happen to the world, 
but listening to the old man talk all the time really did get 
boring. It didn't help that he liked to repeat himself, took 
forever to get to the point and was always stating the 
obvious. 


Isaac, Garet, Felix and Jenna were perfectly content to do 
what they were doing right now, which was sitting around 
and doing nothing. Well, technically, they weren't actually 
doing nothing, as Isaac was perusing a book and finding it to 
be an interesting read, Garet was uprooting dandelion clocks 
and blowing away the seeds, Felix was resting on his belly 
with his face in his hands and watching a trail of ants walk 


past and finally Jenna was trying not to snap and burn 
everything in sight. 


"I'm so bored," Jenna complained, sticking out her bottom lip 
and folding her arms. "I wish we could go on an exciting 
adventure or just travel around the world. Why don't we go 
and visit Ivan or Mia or Sheba or Piers?" 


"We visited them just last week, Jenna," Isaac said patiently. 
"Why don't you find something to do?" He dropped his gaze 
back to the pages of his book. 


Garet tossed the dandelion aside and lay on his back. "It is 
kind of dull, isn't it? We've saved the world and there's 
nothing left to do." 


"We could listen to Kraden lecture us on and on," Felix 
muttered, "but I think | would pick death before listening to 
him ramble." 


"Felix, come on! Kraden's not that bad." Jenna scowled at 
her older brother, appalled by his choice of words. It was 
true Kraden could be a bit of a bore, but she didn't believe 
that there was a situation where death was preferable to 
listening to the elderly scholar. 


"Kraden's pretty useful if you're having trouble getting to 
sleep." Garet exhaled heavily, a smile spreading across his 
face. "It's not so bad getting to relax and eat and sleep all 
the time. | do miss fighting tough monsters though. The 
ones outside Vale die way too quickly." 


"Don't say that around the Wise One," Jenna warned, her 
eyes darting back and forth as if she expected a one eyed 
rock to appear out of nowhere. "He might try and sick a 
dragon on us again." 


"That's ridiculous," Isaac stated. "He may have a sick sense 
of humour, but I don't think he would go that far to entertain 
us. | hope so anyway." 


"Ah, there you are!" Kraden's voice suddenly wafted over to 
the unwitting Adepts. All four of them looked up in shock to 
see the elderly man standing a few feet away. "I was feeling 
rather bored just now and decided that | would come and 
engage in a lengthy chat with all of you, if you don't mind. It 
is quite a pleasant day, isn't it? | do believe we have been 
having quite pleasant weather lately. When was the last 
time that it rained?" He paused and tapped his chin, looking 
very deep in thought over such a trivial subject. "A week or 
SO ago, was it not? | only see one or two clouds in the sky at 
the moment, so | believe it will be a while before it does rain 
again. | wouldn't say that we are in for a drought any time 
soon; far from it in fact. Now then-" 


The four Adepts had had quite enough of Kraden's pointless 
and inane rambling at this point so they all jumped to their 
feet screaming and took off toward the plaza at high speed. 
Kraden stood there, blinking and wondering what had 
caused them all to suddenly take off like that. It did not 
occur to him that it was in fact his endless talking that had 
driven them away. 


When the Adepts reached the plaza, they were surprised at 
what they saw. Valeans were running into their houses or 
right past them, out of the plaza, and screaming at the top 
of their voices. The quartet swore they could make out the 
word "Apocalypse" in their frenzied screams. 


"Apocalypse?" Jenna blinked. "What apocalypse?" 


"| have no idea." Isaac spread his arms helplessly. He 
watched doors slam and windows shut with a nonplussed 


expression. "| wonder what's going on." 


Garet raised his head and looked upwards. A small 
unidentified object in the sky caught his eye and he frowned 
in puzzlement. The mysterious object seemed to be growing 
even larger by the second. "Hey, guys, what's that up 
there?" he asked, pointing toward it. 


Everyone else looked toward the object, seeing it fall toward 
Vale. Now it wasn't looking quite so small and in fact seemed 
to be big enough to destroy any small villages that it might 
just happen to land on, as well as the surrounding area 
within a one mile radius. 


"Holy crap," Isaac spoke in a shocked voice, the irises of his 
eyes shrinking as he continued to watch it fall. "We're 
doomed." 


"Isn't there anything we can do?" Garet asked desperately. 


"Where is that Wise One when you need him?" Felix looked 
around in frustration. Vale's so-called protector sure didn't 
do a very good job of protecting this village. Sure, he had 
diverted the lava flow from the original Vale when Mt. Aleph 
erupted and helped the people out when the village was 
about to sink, but where had he been when the Mt. Aleph 
boulder was falling? Felix still felt a little bitter about that 
incident, seeing as it had taken him from his home and 
made him a hostage for three years. 


Jenna tore her gaze away from what now appeared to be a 
giant flaming rock, directing it at the boys. "Come on, guys, 
we've got to think of something! Standing around and 
talking won't do us any good." 


"If you've got any ideas, we would love to hear them. 
Otherwise, we're totally screwed." Isaac folded his arms, 


watching the falling flaming rock in resignation. He didn't 
see the point in screaming in terror. What use was that going 
to be? 


Garet, however, thought that screaming in terror was a good 
idea and did so, clutching his head during the process. 


Felix wracked his brains, desperately trying to think of a 
solution. What could they possibly do to prevent a flaming 
rock from wiping out the village and everything around it? 
Would using summons be a good idea? He really wasn't 
sure. 


Suddenly, the flaming rock was sent hurtling back toward 
the atmosphere where it exploded in a brilliant display of 
fireworks. The quartet stared at the spot where it had last 
been then exchanged looks of disbelief. What had just 
happened there? 


"Well, that was fun," spoke a chirpy voice right behind them. 
The Adepts whirled around to see an unfamiliar person 
whom they had never seen before in their lives. 


The first thing they noticed about her was the bright pink 
hair, which struck them as a bit of an oddity as they couldn't 
remember seeing anyone with that colour hair before. The 
strange girl was clad in a light purple blouse that hung 
loosely around her slender form, white capris and black 
boots, an outfit choice that also struck them as rather odd 
looking. Her hands were clasped behind her back, holding 
onto a long silver staff which formed a star shape at the end. 


"Um... who are you?" Isaac asked slowly. 


"What kind of a greeting is that?" the girl exclaimed, her 
green eyes narrowing. "Oh, whatever. | suppose | do look a 
little strange to you people, but you'll get used to it." She 


tilted her head, ponytail swinging as she did so, and smiled. 
"I'm Aura." 


"Okay then." Jenna crossed her arms, a slight frown creasing 
her forehead. "Were you the one who made that falling rock 
disappear? Just how did you manage that?" 


"By using my awesome scary powers," Aura responded. "I 
Should point out right now that | know everything about 
your journey, as well as who you are, believe it or not." 


"Huh?" Garet regarded her with surprise. "But we've never 
even seen you before. How can you possibly know 
everything about us? | just don't get it." He looked at his 
friends, who also seemed to be just as confused as he was. 


"| figured you wouldn't. Eh, it's no big deal." Aura reached 
up to brush back a strand of hair, tucking it behind her ear. 
"Basically, right now, your lives are totally boring. What do 
you expect when you've just saved the world?" 


"Well, she's right about that." Jenna nodded sagely. "Life has 
been boring lately." 


"Exactly!" Aura exclaimed. "So that's why I've been sent 
here in order to make your lives more interesting. How would 
you like to have some pointless, random and crazy 
misadventures?" She fell silent, watching the Adepts 
expectantly. 


Isaac broke the silence, staring at her dumbly. "Uh... what?" 


"Forget it. Let's go and round up your friends, shall we?" 
Aura reached into her pocket and pulled out a shining blue 
stone, which they recognised as the Teleport Lapis. 


"Hey, wait a minute. | was wondering where that had got to." 
Felix stared at the blue stone. "How did you get it?" 


"Secret." Aura winked, a smirk tugging at her lips. "Let's go!" 


Before anybody could object, they found themselves being 
warped away in a shower of pretty rainbow coloured lights. 
The pretty rainbow coloured lights took them to the north 
and dropped them just outside the snow covered village, 
Imil. 


Mia just so happened to be outside, deeply engrossed in the 
creation of a snowman. At the moment, she was piling a 
heap of snow onto what appeared to be the torso. When she 
saw the group walk into Imil, she ceased what she was doing 
and hurried over to them. 


"Hello!" Mia exclaimed in a happy voice as she greeted her 
friends. "| wasn't expecting another visit so soon, but I'm 
glad you came. Megan and Justin are kind of getting on my 
nerves right now. They just won't stop arguing about every 
little thing and it's so frustrating." 


"Well, we weren't really planning to visit today," Isaac 
admitted, "but this girl here had other ideas." He jerked a 
thumb toward Aura. 


"Oh?" Mia turned her eyes toward the pink haired girl. "I 
don't think we've met before." 


"We haven't. I'll do the introduction when we've got 
everyone together." Aura raised the Teleport Lapis once 
more and again they were whisked away. This time, they 
were taken far south to the village of Lalivero. 


"Okay, | assume we're here to get Sheba," Jenna spoke as 
they approached the village. "However, we might have a 


Slight problem getting her out of there." 


"Yeah, that's true. The Laliverans don't mind visitors, but 
they are even more protective of her than ever after the 
whole kidnapping thing," Felix pointed out. 


"Oh, don't worry. Just wait here and I'll be back with her ina 
moment." Aura strolled off into Lalivero, leaving the others 
watching her in confusion and wondering what she was 
going to do. A moment later, she came marching out of a 
house while pulling Sheba along with her. Sheba initially 
seemed confused until she saw her friends waiting outside. 


They had barely reached the boundaries of the village when 
some screaming Laliverans appeared, running forward to 
save their precious Holy Child. 


"Here we go." Aura released the young Jupiter Adept and 
turned to face the oncoming Laliverans, raising a hand. This 
motion somehow sent them all screaming through the air 
and hitting the ground where they lay still, stunned by the 
unexpected attack. 


"You didn't have to do that!" Sheba exclaimed, seeming 
appalled. 


"Yeah, that was a little bit extreme," Isaac commented, 
raising an eyebrow. 


"Oh, they will be fine. Stop complaining," Aura muttered, 
rejoining the group. 


"Um, who is this girl?" Sheba inquired, pointing at her. 


Aura just sighed and raised the Teleport Lapis, using its 
power to once more warp them all away and take them to 


Atteka, where they reappeared outside the village known as 
Contigo. Ivan was staying here with his older sister, Hama. 


Ivan was sitting on a tree stump and thinking to himself, so 
absorbed in his thoughts that he didn't hear the sound of 
several people approaching him and was unaware of their 
presence until they were standing right before him. He 
looked up, blinking rapidly. 


"Oh, hey," Ivan spoke in a surprised voice, "I wasn't 
expecting you. Of course, it's great to see you again." He 
stood up, looking at the group, and caught sight of Aura. 
Rather than ask about the new girl, he started reading her 
mind. "Huh? You were sent here on a mission to make things 
more fun for us? Seriously?" 


"If you saw it in my mind, it must be true. Okay, last one!" 
Aura raised the Teleport Lapis. "By the way, in case you're 
wondering how come we're able to teleport from right inside 
these places, it's because | don't give a flip about game 
logic." 


Before anyone could even ask what game logic was 
supposed to be, they were all being warped out yet again. 
This time, they were all whisked away to the eastern side of 
the world and arrived in Lemuria. 


The group wandered through the ancient city, seeking out a 
certain headdress wearing Lemurian that they knew very 
well. Soon, they caught sight of him standing in front of the 
lucky medal fountain, throwing in coins. Piers was clearly not 
bothered about wasting money. That, or he had something 
against crabs and turtles. 


"Hey, Captain Picard!" Aura yelled in her loudest voice. The 
others looked at her with shocked expressions. 


Piers went very still, then slowly turned around with an 
accusing stare. He then walked over, narrowing his eyes. 
"I'm sorry? Did one of you just call me Captain Picard?" he 
asked in a dangerously calm voice. 


"It's not my fault your Japanese name is so easy to make fun 
of." A wide grin spread across Aura's face. "| guess Camelot 
must have really liked Star Trek. That, or France. I'm not 
sure." 


Piers stared at her, then turned his confused gaze toward 
Felix. "Mind telling me who this weird girl is?" 


"Hey! Who are you calling weird?" Aura asked indignantly. 


"Her name's Aura and apparently she's here to make life fun 
for us," Felix replied. "We're just as confused as you are, 
really." 


"Now that everyone is together, we're going to have some 
fun adventures," Aura said happily. "Is everybody ready?" 


Nobody really felt ready, but they didn't feel like arguing 
with her either. She was quite possibly dangerous and they 
weren't ready to find out if it was true or not. Instead, they 
just mumbled in agreement. 


"Wait a minute!" said a familiar male voice. Everybody 
turned around to see a certain man with long, blue hair 
walking over to them. "I've been warping everywhere to try 
and keep up with you." Alex indeed seemed to be quite 
tired, as he could barely stand up. 


"Ah, it's Alex! You're evil!" Mia yelled, suddenly holding a 
mace in her hands. She was about to charge Alex with it but 
a strange force held her in place. "Hey, what's going on?" 


"Violence is not the answer, Mia," Aura told her. "Leave Alex 
alone." 


"But he's evil!" Mia protested. 


"So?" Aura paused and shook her head. "Uh, | mean, Alex is 
not evil! And that's why he's going to come with us if he 
wants to." 


"This doesn't make any sense," Isaac complained. "Why 
would Alex of all people want to accompany us?" 


"| have decided to change my ways," Alex explained. 
"Claiming ultimate power and trying to take over the world 
is just so cliché anyway. Wouldn't it be better if | was a good 
guy and did nice things instead?" 


"This is way too weird." Felix crossed his arms, looking 
haughty. 


"Eh, | don't see what's wrong with it, if Alex is telling the 
truth." Jenna shrugged. "The more of us, the merrier, right?" 


"| don't believe this!" Mia exclaimed, looking disappointed. 
Was she the only one who could see how evil Alex really 
was? How could that even be possible? 


"Alright then!" Aura punched the air enthusiastically. "It's 
time for our insane adventures to begin!" 


2. Chapter 2 
When Adepts go Insane 


"Alright then, I'll tell you what we're going to do first," Aura 
said to the group of curious Adepts. "We're going to be 
taking a trip to the zoo!" She clapped her hands together, 
waiting for their responses. 


The Adepts stared at her blankly. Eventually, Sheba decided 
to speak up. "Um, what is a zoo supposed to be anyway?" 


Aura just gave her a very mysterious look. "You'll see," she 
said in an equally mysterious voice. Then she raised her 
staff which emitted a soft blue light that engulfed the entire 
group. When the light faded away, they were gone and 
shocked Lemurians stared at the space where they had 
been, wondering what was going on. 


The group of ten were now standing at the entrance to the 
zoo, which was clearly marked by the flashing neon sign 
right above it. Random animal noises could be heard in the 
distance. Strangely enough, there did not seem to be 
anybody else in the zoo. 


"A zoo is a place where you take innocent animals out of 
their natural habitat and put them in cages," Aura 
explained. "Then people come and stare at the animals all 
day long." 


"Aww, that's so cruel!" Mia exclaimed, her face falling. "Poor 
animals." 


"We came here just to look at animals?" Alex looked 
completely disinterested. "Now I'm sorry that | wanted to 
join the group." 


"But it's a fun zoo!" Aura jumped up and down. "It's not like 
all those boring zoos at all. Go and check it out, guys, you 
might actually have fun. That's what I'm here for, after all, to 
make you all have a fun time." 


"Can | cook and eat one of the animals?" Garet asked. A long 
silence followed as everyone stared at Garet incredulously. 
"Uh, it was a joke!" he added hastily, chuckling nervously. "I 
was only kidding, really." 


"Yeah right," Jenna muttered, shaking her head and sighing. 


The group went their separate ways and started wandering 
around the zoo, little realising that they were in for a day of 
madcap mayhem. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Ivan came to a stop outside a lion's cage and gazed at the 
golden beast entrapped behind the bars in avid curiosity. He 
wondered how it was feeling and decided to read its mind. 
The Jupiter Adept approached the bars and called up his 
mind reading powers. 


‘lam very hungry,' the lion thought. Indeed, it was looking 
quite thin and pitiful. 


Ivan frowned in sympathy. "Oh, you poor thing. | wish | could 
feed you. Here, let me pet you." He stuck his arm through 
the bar, waving his hand toward the lion and beckoning it to 
come closer. The lion watched Ivan's arm, its brown eyes 
glinting deviously, and came even closer, taking a good 
sniff. 


"Closer," Ivan urged. "I can't reach." 


The lion ran its slobbering tongue over its lips and opened 
its mouth wide, preparing to take a juicy bite. 


"Ivan!" an angry voice shouted. A hand grabbed the back of 
Ivan's cape and yanked him away from the cage. The lion's 
jaws clamped down on empty air. Ivan looked over his 
shoulder to see Aura. 


"What does that sign say?" Aura asked, pointing at a nearby 
sign. 


"Uh..." Ivan stared at the sign. "Don't pet the lion? But it's 
cute and it looks so hungry and miserable. | just wanted to 
make it feel better." 


"That lion was about to eat your arm," Aura said in 
exasperation. "Honestly, lvan. Haven't you ever seen a lion 
before?" 


"Only in picture books." Ivan looked down at his feet 
sheepishly. 


Aura shook her head and sighed. "If you were dumb enough 
to almost get your arm bitten off, | would hate to think what 
might be about to happen to Garet right now." 


X-O-X-O-X 


Speaking of Garet, he was starting to get bored of looking at 
all the animals and was now staring at an empty cage in 
confusion, wondering why it was in fact empty. Had 
something been living there before and what had happened 
to it? 


"Wow, the invisible animals are pretty cool, aren't they?" Mia 
asked, walking over to look at the empty cage. 


Garet frowned. "Invisible animals?" 


Mia giggled. "It was a joke, silly!" She gently shoved him in 
the side. "Are you getting bored of the zoo already?" 


"Meh, what's so great about looking at animals?" Garet 
muttered. "I would rather be fighting them and getting 
money for my hard work. Some items wouldn't hurt either." 


Garet and Mia were unaware of Isaac sneaking up on them 
with a devious grin on his face. He reached out and pushed 
them into the cage, hurriedly closing the door and locking it. 


"Hey!" Garet clung to the bars in annoyance, glaring at his 
best friend who was laughing at their plight. "Isaac, this isn't 
funny. Let us out!" 


Mia was about to speak but stopped, her mouth dropping 
open as she saw something approach Isaac from behind. "I 
think | know what used to be in this cage." 


Isaac stopped laughing when he heard a soft growl from 
behind him and wordlessly turned around to look at an 
unnaturally large Bengal tiger that was slinking toward him 
with an evil look in its eyes. "Uh oh." 


X-O-X-O-X 


In the meantime, Piers's attention had been caught by a 
cage full of parrots. He had been watching them for a few 
minutes, awed by all the pretty colours before him, but now 
the parrots were starting to get on his nerves. 


"Captain Picard!" the parrots were squawking loudly. 
"Captain Picard!" 


Piers didn't know why the parrots would be calling him by 
his name in a completely different language of the game, 
but it was still getting on his nerves. Frankly, he didn't being 
made fun of at all. Since when was he a character in Star 
Trek? 


"Be quiet, will you?" Piers exclaimed in frustration at the 
parrots. "Stop calling me Captain Picard right now, | mean 
it!" 


However, the parrots refused to stop what they were doing 
and Piers got even more annoyed. 


"You've really asked for it now!" the Lemurian snapped, 
casting Megacool on the poor, innocent parrots. They all fell 
to the ground, encased in blocks of ice and squawking 
miserably at their plight. 


"What annoying parrots," Piers muttered, scowling. "What on 
earth was up with those birds anyway?" In the midst of his 
act of talking to himself, which oddly was a normal thing for 
people to do in Weyard, his eyes fell upon a sign and he 
bent over to read it. 


"Trekkie Parrots," said the sign. "The parrots are completely 
obsessed with Star Trek and may even shout out the names 
of the characters from time to time." 


Piers glanced at the parrots, raising an eyebrow in disbelief. 
One of them was now muttering "Kirk" and he thought he 
heard another one say "Spock". 


The Lemurian slowly backed away from the cage with a 
disturbed expression on his face and hurried away. 


X-O-X-O-X 


"Moo." That sound came from a cow that walked around the 
enclosure. Its head was hung low and its eyes were filled 
with sadness. 


Jenna held onto the bars, watching the cow. "I wonder why 
there would be a cow at the zoo." All the animals they had 
seen so far had been rare and exotic. There was nothing rare 
or exotic about cows as far as she was concerned. 


"| guess someone isn't putting much thought into this 
place." Felix couldn't imagine why a cow would be kept here 
either. Wouldn't it be better off on a farm? 


“"Mooooooo!" the cow bellowed out mournfully. 


"| think it's depressed. Well, no wonder, why would an 
animal ever be happy trapped behind bars?" Jenna spoke. "If 
only we could do something to make it better." 


"Too bad we haven't got a Jupiter Adept with us right now, 
huh?" Felix was starting to find watching a depressed cow 
rather boring. "Why don't we just move on and-" 


"MOO!" The loud sound of another cow mooing caused the 
siblings to jump in fright and turn around to see a furious 
looking bull. 


"Er, are you friends with that cow?" Jenna asked nervously. 


"We weren't being mean to it!" Felix waved his arms 
frantically, not liking the mad look in the bull's eyes. Was it 
going to attack? 


The bull lowered its head and scraped the ground with one 
foot, preparing to charge. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Sheba was currently looking at a cage filled with all sorts of 
monkeys of different shapes, species and sizes. It was quite 
fascinating to watch. 


"| bet you must be pretty bored in there, huh?" asked the 
Jupiter Adept. 


The monkeys stopped what they were doing and stared at 
her. One of them scratched its butt with its fingers. Sheba 
grimaced. The monkeys apparently had an appalling lack of 
manners. She looked at the door, which was bolted. 


"| know!" Sheba said cheerfully. "I'll just let you all out so 
you can run around. Won't that be a lot more fun than 
sitting in a cage?" She drew back the bolt and flung the door 
wide open. "Ta-da!" 


Immediately, she was trampled by a horde of monkeys as 
they rushed out of the cage. Five minutes later, the giant 
cloud of dust dispersed and the Sheba pancake peeled 
herself off the ground, blinking in consternation. She looked 
at her dusty clothing and grimaced. 


"| let them out and that's the thanks | get?" Sheba muttered, 
staring at the empty closure. She thought she could hear 
screams in the distance. Maybe it hadn't been such a good 
idea to let them all out. 


X-O-X-O-X 


"Holy crap!" Aura watched a gigantic gorilla run past in 
shock. "Who let all the monkeys out?" 


"There sure are a lot of them." Ivan watched an apathetic 
ape walk by with a bored expression on its face and narrowly 
ducked as an ornery orangutan jumped over him. 


"Somebody must be responsible for this." Aura grabbed a 
crazy chimpanzee. "Ivan, read its mind." 


Ivan promptly did as she asked. 


‘| should have thanked that blonde girl for letting me out,’ 
thought the chimpanzee. 'But | was so excited to be free! 
Oh, freedom!’ 


"Blonde girl?" Ivan frowned. 


Aura released the chimpanzee and let out a long sigh. 
"Sheba..." 


X-O-X-O-X 


Isaac was still watching the Bengal tiger with a terrified 
expression on his face. This beast was huge and it looked 
extremely dangerous. It was coming even closer, possibly 
preparing to tear him from limb to limb and have him as a 
nice snack. 


Then he remembered something very important. Namely, 
that he was a Venus Adept and had awesome powers that 
could totally own dangerous animals like tigers. 


"Take this!" Isaac shouted, casting Grand Gaia. The ground 
rumbled beneath the tiger and then opened up. A blast of 
pure energy engulfed the tiger and sent it flying off into the 
sky. "Honestly, why do they keep such dangerous animals at 
the zoo?" 


"| think there's a reason that they keep them in cages," Mia 
pointed out. 


"So someone let the tiger out of its cage? Who would do 
such a thing?" Garet wondered. "That's a really dangerous 


thing to do. Oh yeah, you planning to let us out of here 
anytime soon?" 


Isaac unlocked the cage door and they stepped out of the 
cage. "It's really odd how there's nobody else here. | wonder 
who could even have done it." 


"Maybe they got eaten by the tiger," Mia spoke in a worried 
tone. 


"Then wouldn't we have seen bones and stuff?" Garet asked. 


Mia suddenly gasped. "What is that?" she asked, pointing at 
a stampede of monkeys that were coming their way very 
fast. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Alex was calmly strolling around the zoo with a bored 
expression on his face. This zoo was incredibly boring and 
he would much rather have been doing something 
productive, like plotting another way to gain ultimate power 
that wouldn't involve getting beaten up by rocks and being 
cheated out of part of the power. 


A tiger fell out of the sky and crashed to the ground next to 
Alex. The Mercury Adept frowned, not terribly impressed by 
the fact he had almost been crushed by a falling tiger. He 
knelt down next to the tiger and poked it, wondering what 
was going on here. 


Then a flying monkey swooped overhead and Alex looked up 
to see more flying monkeys following it. He blinked in 
disbelief, his mouth dropping open. "Huh, | didn't know that 
there were such things as flying monkeys. Perhaps | should 
go and see what's going on." 


The bull charged. At that moment, Felix and Jenna leaped 
sideways, narrowly avoiding the bull as it charged through 
the wire fence into the enclosure. The cow greeted its friend 
with a happy moo. 


Felix pulled himself off the ground. "That was a close call," 
he grumbled. 


"Sure was." Jenna rubbed her bruised elbow and grimaced. 
"That bull's got a real temper problem." 


They heard a screech and looked up to see a flying monkey 
flapping its wings as it swooped through the sky. A few more 
flying monkeys came after it. 


"Um... Felix..." Jenna started. 


"If you're about to ask if | just saw a bunch of flying 
monkeys, yes, | did." Felix was completely confounded. 
"Since when can monkeys fly?" 


X-O-X-O-X 


Sheba walked back through the zoo, avoiding the monkeys 
as they ran around and flung random things, struggling not 
to look guilty about her actions. If she acted completely 
normal then hopefully nobody would figure out that she was 
the culprit. 


"Sheba!" Aura shouted, catching sight of her. 


Sheba whirled around, her eyes widening as she saw Aura 
and Ivan approaching her. "Oh, hi!" She smiled very fakely. "I 
wonder who could have let all these monkeys out? | bet it 
was Garet. He would totally do something like this." 


Ivan gave her a dry look. "We know it was you, Sheba." 


Sheba's face fell and she sighed. "Well, so much for 
pretending to be innocent." 


"Man, what is it with you Jupiter Adepts?" Aura muttered, 
folding her arms and shaking her head wearily. "Almost 
being eaten by lions and letting monkeys loose. You should 
never be allowed in a zoo again." 


"Well, um, I'm sure they are harmless, right?" Sheba 
sweated. 


Ivan stepped aside as a monkey flung its poo at him, 
narrowly avoiding the projectile and grimacing. "I'm not so 
sure." 


X-O-X-O-X 


"Yikes!" Piers was currently running for it as he was being 
pursued by a large gorilla. It hadn't occurred to him to 
simply blast it in the eyes with ice. What were all those large 
and dangerous monkeys doing running around? There were 
monkeys everywhere and he didn't like it. 


Suddenly, a flying monkey swooped down and grabbed 
Piers, lifting him clean off his feet and carrying him away. 


"Help!" the Lemurian screamed, flailing around uselessly in 
the flying monkey's grasp. 


X-O-X-O-X 
"What the heck was that?" Isaac spat out dirt and coughed. 


"| think we just got trampled by a horde of monkeys," Garet 
groaned. "Whoever is supposed to be keeping these animals 
locked away doesn't seem to be doing a very good job of it." 


"Somebody could have let those monkeys out." Mia frowned. 
"| wonder if it's the same person who let the tiger out. 
Clearly, somebody is up to no good." 


"| hate this dumb zoo." Garet sighed. "When can we go 
home?" 


Some more flying monkeys appeared and swiftly lifted up 
the three of them, carrying them off. 


X-O-X-O-X 


"I think the flying monkeys are coming for us," Jenna said 
nervously. 


"Run!" Felix screamed, freaking out and running for it. 


"Can't we just burn them?" Jenna watched him run away, 
then shrugged and ran after him. "What a wimp. How scary 
can flying monkeys be anyway?" 


A flying monkey grabbed her and lifted her up into the air. 
Felix stopped and turned around, only to get grabbed by a 
flying monkey as well. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Alex found himself being picked up by a flying monkey. For 
some strange reason, he didn't care. "Maybe it's rescuing me 
from this stupid zoo," he muttered as the flying monkey flew 
off with him. 


X-O-X-O-X 


"Since when can monkeys fly?" Ivan asked, watching the 
flying monkeys approach them. "None of this makes any 
sense." 


"Do you think they are friendly?" Sheba asked. 


"None of this would be happening if you hadn't let them 
out," Aura said sulkily. 


"That's strange. | don't remember any flying monkeys in the 
cage," Sheba muttered. "Did | really let them out?" 


The flying monkeys swooped down and grabbed them, 
carrying them away to join the other flying monkeys who 
had the other Adepts in their clutches. The gang of flying 
monkeys flew far away from the zoo, taking them into a 
giant cave. Everyone was dropped to the ground and 
watched the monkeys gather together. 


“Now what are they planning to do?" Garet asked. 


His question was soon answered as the monkeys started to 
dance the Macarena. Everybody watched on in horror, their 
retinas burning from the awful sight of Macarena dancing 
monkeys. 


Aura quickly raised her staff and cast the teleport spell that 
she had used to send them to the zoo in the first place. A 
few seconds later, everyone was standing outside Vale and 
there were no monkeys in sight, much to their relief. 


"What just happened?" Isaac seemed completely confused 
by all that had been going on. 


"Where on Weyard was that zoo anyway?" Mia wondered. 


"Who said it was on Weyard?" Aura smiled. The Adepts 
looked at her in surprise. "Well, we had a lot of fun today, 
didn't we? | can't wait to have even more fun tomorrow!" 
She jumped up and down excitedly. 


A few sighs rose up from the group. It was clear they weren't 
getting any peace and quiet any time soon. They just hoped 
they wouldn't have to deal with any more crazy animals. 


3. Chapter 3 
When Adepts go Insane 


The next day, Aura and the Adepts were gathered together 
in her room at the inn. She had called them all over for a 
very important meeting and now they were all sitting on the 
floor, waiting to hear what kind of demented activity she 
had planned for them. 


"This is going to be a lot of fun!" Aura said chirpily, a wide 
smile plastered on her face. "I assure you it will be very 
enjoyable." 


"Yeah right," Alex muttered. "Any chance this involves 
attempting to take over the world?" 


"Why are you even here, Alex?" Sheba asked, giving hima 
scathing look. 


“Because l'm bored and have nothing better to do," Alex 
said in a matter of fact tone. "I don't even know how to get 
the rest of Alchemy." He shot a glare at Isaac's back. 


"Anyway," Aura interrupted, "you guys are each going to 
adopt a kitten for a week." 


The Adepts stared at her blankly, taking a few seconds to 
comprehend what she was saying. Eventually, Felix spoke 
up. His face was starting to look quite pale as if he might 
faint. 


"Uh... is there any chance that when you said kitten, you 
meant baby rabbit?" the Venus Adept asked in a shaky 
voice. 


"Apparently Felix is afraid of cats," Jenna pointed out. "I 
can't imagine why though." 


"Cats are scary!" Felix wailed. "They might claw my eyes out. 
| can't stand them." 


"Claw your eyes out? Are you serious?" Garet laughed. 


"And they sleep on your face and suffocate you." Felix 
whimpered and wrapped his arms around himself. 


"Oh, you're just being paranoid." Piers rolled his eyes. 


"At the end of the week, you will be judged on how well you 
took care of your kitty," Aura explained. "If you fail to take 
proper care of them, then, well, I'll just have to think of a 
suitable punishment." Her mouth stretched in what looked 
like an evil grin. 


"For real?" Ivan choked out. 


"Where are these kittens anyway?" Isaac asked, looking 
around the room. 


"Right here!" Aura pulled a plastic bag out of hammerspace. 
Inside the plastic bag were several mewing kittens, which 
she handed out to each Adept, except for Felix. She had to 
drop the kitty in his lap and he promptly screamed in pure 
fear while the kitty stared up at him with wide eyes. 


"Now go ahead and name your kitties," Aura said cheerfully. 


"Hmm." Sheba was examining her kitty, which had long 
violet fur and suspiciously red eyes. "This is a very strange 
looking kitten." The kitten looked at her with an evil grin 
and she shivered. "Uh, did it just give me an evil grin? No, it 


must have just been my imagination. I'm sure cats can't 
even grin." 


Felix tore his gaze away from the extremely terrifying kitty. 
"Uh, this cat is very blue. Is that normal? And what's with 
the red eyes?" 


"My cat has red eyes too and for some weird reason, it's 
pink." Jenna frowned. "I've never seen a pink cat before." 
She looked at Alex's kitty. "Hey, your cat is pink too." 


"Ugh." Alex did not seem impressed in the least as he glared 
at his kitten. It looked back at him with a pair of crimson 
eyes. "Why did I have to get a pink one? It is much too girly." 


"Hah!" Garet snorted. 


Alex gave him a cold look. "I'm sorry? Was there something 
funny about what | just said?" 


"Well, it's just that you have pretty girly hair," Garet said 
snidely. "How long do you spend perfecting that hair of 
yours?" 


Alex just responded with a rude hand gesture and turned 
away to ignore him. 


"| guess cats come in all kinds of colours now," Piers 
commented, staring at his green kitty. It also had red eyes. 


Isaac gazed at his long-haired black kitten. "At least my cat 
looks normal compared to yours." He was glad not to get 
stuck with a red-eyed cat. Just how weird was that? Cats 
didn't normally have red eyes after all. 


"I think my cat's glaring at me." Garet shivered as he stared 
at his red-haired, brown-eyed kitten. "I don't know why, but 


it seems kind of mad about something." 


Ivan was quietly staring at his kitten. Unlike the other 
kittens, its fur was curly and also a brilliant shade of red. It 
stared back at him with round, dark eyes. 


Mia's kitten was grey with blue eyes. "It's so cute!" she 
gushed, picking it up and squeezing the life out of it in a 
crushing hug. 


"Alright, what are you going to name them?" Aura inquired. 


"Mine makes me want to spew," Alex commented, "so | think 
| shall call it Soew." Everybody threw Alex odd looks. Clearly, 
he wasn't any good at naming animals. 


"I'm going to call mine Curly-Wurly," Ivan announced. 
"Okay..." Aura raised an eyebrow. 


"I'm calling mine Shadow," Isaac said, "and | don't care how 
unoriginal it might sound." 


"This kitten kinda reminds me of my sister. It's glaring at me 
like it wants to kill me. Did | step on its flowers?" Garet 
shivered. Did cats even own flowers? "I think I'll name it 
after her because it's so scary." The kitten hissed loudly in 
response and he flinched. "Nice kitty. Please don't hurt me." 


"Hmm, | think I'm going to call my kitty Grey," Mia mused. 


"That's even less original than Isaac's kitten name," Aura 
muttered, a bead of sweat dripping down her head. 
Goodness, the Adepts weren't very good at naming their 
pets, were they? 


"| swear this cat has the glowing red eyes of the devil." Felix 
looked away from the cat's crimson gaze. "I'm calling it 
Satan, because | think that's what it is." 


"My cat shall be called Gherkin," Piers proclaimed. "It's, well, 
green and stuff. Like a gherkin." 


Aura had her head in her hands now, wishing desperately 
that she had some Tylenol on hand. 


"My kitty's going to be called Pink-chan!" Jenna declared. 
"Isn't it the cutest name ever?" 


"Oh jeez... you're seriously going to put a Japanese suffix on 
its name?" Aura moaned. "And what kind of a name is Pink 
for a pink cat? Honestly. Okay, Sheba, what are you going to 
name yours?" 


"Can | swap?" Sheba pouted. 
"No." 


"Aww." Sheba sighed. "Well, | don't really like my kitty and it 
doesn't deserve a meaningful name, so l'Il just call it Kitty." 


Aura sighed in disgust and rose from the bed. "Well, you 
guys have fun with your kittens and try to take good care of 
them. I'll be back in a week." She then walked out of the 
room, not even bothering to explain where she was going for 
a week or why. 


X-O-X-O-X 


One week later, Aura returned to New Vale and ordered the 
Adepts to gather, along with their kittens. One by one, she 
started assessing how much care they had been taking care 
of their kitten during the week. 


"Mia." Aura looked toward the female Mercury Adept, who 
had a wide grin plastered on her face. She couldn't help 
noticing something was missing here. 


"Hi," Mia said with forced cheerfulness. 
"So..." Aura's eyes narrowed. "You going to show me?" 


"Show you?" Mia looked at her blankly. "I have no idea what 
I'm supposed to be showing you." 


"The kitten, Mia. Where is your kitten?" 


"Oh... Grey!" Mia laughed nervously, clasping her hands 
behind her back. "Yeah, | wonder where Grey could have 
gotten to." She looked frantically at her friends, as if 
pleading for their help, but nobody stepped forward. 


"Mia..." Aura spoke in a warning tone. She was definitely 
hiding something. 


Mia bit her lower lip nervously, her eyes darting back and 
forth. "Um... well... you see... | was trying to give Grey a bath 
and... well... | might have gotten a little overenthusiastic 
with bathing him." She coughed. 


"In other words, what Mia is trying to say is that she drowned 
the kitten," Sheba spoke up. 


"I'm so sorry!" Mia's eyes welled up. 


Aura shook her head and moved on. "Okay, Alex, can | see 
your kitten?" 


Alex showed her Spew, who was covered from head to toe in 
blue paint. The poor kitten let out a pitiful mew. 


Aura's jaw dropped open in shock. 


"Hey, check out my kitty!" Ivan excitedly stepped forward, 
holding up Curly Wurly, who was clad in a pink doll's dress, 
a pink bonnet and also wearing pink booties. "Isn't she so 
pretty?" 


"My kitten's better looking!" Sheba proudly held up her 
kitten, who was decked in a puffy white doll's dress and 
trussed up with so many ribbons that the kitten could barely 
be seen beneath them. 


Aura groaned in disgust. "Alright, Isaac... how about you?" 


"Oh, mine's a total pest!" Isaac exclaimed. "He keeps 
chasing toads for some weird reason and once | caught him 
trying to run away to Lunpa." At that moment, Shadow 
leaped from his arms and started running. "Hey, get back 
here, you mangy moggy!" Isaac furiously ran after Shadow, 
casting Catch and grabbing the kitten before it could 
escape. 


"Mangy moggy?" Aura muttered. Well, at least he wasn't 
treating his cat like a doll and hadn't painted or drowned it, 
which was something to be thankful for. She was almost 
dreading asking Garet how well he had taken care of his. 
"Garet... how's your kitty doing?" 


"She's seriously evil," Garet muttered, holding the 
struggling kitten. "She keeps hissing at me and scratching 
me. At one point, | might have, well, accidentally cast a bit 
of Psynergy on her." Indeed, there were several bald and 
blackened spots on the kitten's body. "But she was totally 
asking for it!" 


Aura put a hand to her forehead and slowly shook her head. 
It was a good thing he hadn't barbecued the poor kitten. 
"So, er, how's your family?" she asked innocently. 


Garet blinked, taken aback by the seemingly odd question. 
"Actually, my sister's missing. We haven't seen her for a 
week." 


"Really?" Aura exclaimed. "Goodness me... | wonder where 
she went." 


"She knows something," Sheba muttered to Ivan. 
"Totally," Ivan muttered back. 
"So, Jenna, how's yours?" Aura asked. 


"Oh, she doesn't seem to be very well at the moment," Jenna 
said. "I've been trying to make some really nice cat food for 
her. Lately, I've been sprinkling it with cayenne pepper." 


A bead of sweat formed on Aura's head. "Are you serious?" 
Surely spicy food couldn't be much good for cats. 


"Yeah. She seemed to like it at first anyway," Jenna said. 
"Poor Pink-chan. Have you got a tummyache?" Pink-chan 
just mewed pitifully. "There, there, poor thing." 


"Felix?" Aura asked tiredly. She was starting to wonder if this 
activity had been worthwhile. Apparently Adepts just 
weren't much good with pets. 


Felix gingerly held up Satan, who was trussed up in a 
straitjacket. The poor kitten struggled and wailed loudly. 


"Why... is he... in a straitjacket?" Aura asked slowly. 


"So he doesn't claw my eyes out!" Felix exclaimed. "I'm 
afraid he will suddenly lose it and attack me. He seriously 
gives me the creeps. There's something not right about him. 
What if he's actually an evil kitten?" 


"You guys are hopeless!" Aura screamed, clutching her head 
in despair. "Piers, | swear to Iris, if you-" 


"Oh, don't worry, he's fine." Piers hefted up the kitten, who 
seemed to have gained a hundred pounds in the past week. 
It took both arms to hold him up. "See? | can take care of a 
cat." 


"Why is it so big?" Aura asked dangerously. 


"Gherkin loves his food," Piers explained. "He will eat 
anything | give to him. | don't see why he should stick to cat 
food. It must be really boring sticking to the same food all 
the time, don't you think?" 


"This ridiculous farce has gone on for long enough," Aura 
stated. "So... Mia drowned her kitten, Ivan and Sheba 
treated theirs like dolls, Piers turned Gherkin into a blimp, 
Alex painted Spew, Jenna feeds her kitten questionable 
substances and Felix puts his in a straitjacket. The only one 
to have done a decent job is Isaac. Seriously, what is wrong 
with you lot?" 


Everybody except Isaac looked down at their feet guiltily. 


"Alright, put your kittens down," Aura ordered and they did 
so. She then raised her hands and flashed with a strange 
light. The Adepts gasped as the kittens began to glow and 
change form. Somewhere close by, the Wise One popped out 
of the ground, very much alive. 


"Kay?" Garet asked in disbelief. "What are you doing here?" 


"I'll teach you to set me on fire!" Kay screamed, grabbing 
Garet by the collar furiously. 


"Dodonpa?" Isaac's mouth dropped open in astonishment. 


"| like toads!" Dodonpa yelled, stomping away furiously. 


"| could have sworn | was supposed to be dead. Why am | 
wearing a dress?" Babi then fell over dead, much to 
everyone's shock. 


"Okay, that was weird... but Babi in a dress is hilarious." 
Sheba smirked. "I knew there were something evil about 
that kitty." 


"We're not going to have to bury him, are we?" Isaac 
frowned. 


"Who was my kitten?" Mia wondered. "Are they still dead?" 


"I'm perfectly fine, no thanks to you," spoke the Wise One 
from behind, causing Mia to shriek in fright. 


"Lady Layana was my kitten?" Ivan exclaimed, his mouth 
dropping open. 


"Ivan, you haven't visited Hammet and | in a whole month," 
Layana said accusingly, looming over him. Ivan quietly went 
meep. "Is there a reason why?" 


Aura decided now was a good time for an intervention and 
waved her hand. Layana, Babi's corpse and Kay all 
disappeared. "Don't worry. | just sent them back home." 


"Oh, that's really helpful!" Garet exclaimed sarcastically. 
"She'll just come running back out to kill me!" 


"| think we have slightly more pressing worries than your 
angry sister right now," Isaac pointed out, glancing 
nervously at the remaining four victims of Aura's little turn- 
random-people-and-Vale's-protector-into-kittens game. 


Felix, Jenna, Piers and Alex were all staring in bewilderment 
at Saturos, Menardi, Agatio and Karst. 


"Spew?" Menardi shrieked. "What kind of a name is Spew 
supposed to be? l'm covered in paint! Do you have any idea 
how hard it will be to wash out?" 


"This armour is really tight," Agatio moaned uncomfortably. 
"I think I'm going to pass out." 


Saturos silently burnt away his straitjacket, his eyes 
smouldering with fury. 


"Ugh." Karst's tummy let out a gurgling noise. "I think I've 
been poisoned." 


"It's Saturos!" Felix screamed, pointing frantically. "You see, | 
knew it was a good idea to put that cat in a straitjacket!" 


"My adorable Pink-chan was that crazy psycho?" Jenna 
wailed. 


"Crazy psycho? Who are you calling crazy psycho?" Karst 
shrieked. "There's nothing wrong with trying to kill people 
because l'm angry!" 


"Uh, aren't they supposed to be dead?" Piers asked. 


"So was Babi and he's dead again. Maybe if we wait long 
enough, they will die again," said Sheba. 


"Nope," Aura said, smiling. "I've made sure of that." 


"What is wrong with you?" Isaac exclaimed. "They look ready 
to kill us!" 


"Enjoy your punishment," Aura said cheerfully. "That's right, 
your punishment is to fight four very pissed off Proxians. 


Enjoy." 
"But | took good care of my kitty!" Isaac protested. 


"Yeah, well, you can be a bit of a douche sometimes so you 
deserve it anyway," Aura pointed out. Isaac's jaw dropped. 


“Enough of this bantering!" exclaimed Saturos. "Let's fight! 
We'll teach you lot to mistreat us as defenceless kittens!" 


Aura calmly stood by and watched as the Adepts reluctantly 
started battling the angry Proxians. It wasn't that they 
minded battling, they just hadn't expected to be getting 
into one today. 


Unsurprisingly, the Adepts won the battle. It hadn't helped 
that Agatio had passed out due to his armour being too 
tight, Karst had collapsed groaning and still clutching her 
stomach and Menardi had grown dizzy from inhaling paint 
fumes. 


"| should have got the Wise One to turn them into a four 
headed dragon," Aura murmured. The Adepts threw her 
horrified looks. 


"Oh, | could still do that." The Wise One had been watching 
the whole time. "Would you like me to?" 


Aura gave the rocky being a dry look. He sure did seem to 
enjoy turning people into dragons, didn't he? "Thanks for 
the offer, but no thanks." She raised her hand and the 
Proxians vanished. "I've sent them back to Prox now. Well... 
that was a fun week, wasn't it? | can't wait for our next fun 
activity!" She punched the air enthusiastically while the 
Adepts threw each other exasperated looks. 


4. Chapter 4 
When Adepts go Insane 


Lawsuit companies existed for many reasons, ready to sue 
people, animals and inanimate objects over major and trivial 
matters. One such company actually specialised in taking 
legal action against fictional characters, somehow. Nobody 
knew how it was possible and they certainly weren't telling 
anybody how. 


In the meantime, while the lawsuit company was about to 
listen to a new client bring up their case, the Adepts were 
hanging around in Vale, doing absolutely nothing as usual. It 
had been a while since they had done anything and right 
now they had nothing better to discuss than the weather. 


"| sure hope it's not going to rain," Garet moaned, looking at 
the clouds. "I don't like rain." 


"There's nothing wrong with a little rain," Mia protested. 
“Have you ever tried dancing in it?" 


Garet frowned. "Can't you catch a cold doing that?" 


Suddenly, Kraden emerged. The old sage had holed himself 
up inside his cottage for a week now, doing goodness only 
knew what, and had finally come out. Now that he was out of 
his cottage, he was desperate to talk at length about 
whatever matters were currently on his mind. 


"Isn't it quite strange how Venus's elemental colour seems to 
be yellow?" Kraden mused. "Mars's is red, and the Mars 
Lighthouse was indeed red. Mercury is blue as was the 
Mercury Lighthouse. The Jupiter Lighthouse is purple, as is 
its elemental colour. So, | ask, why is the Venus Lighthouse 


green rather than yellow? It is very odd indeed. | would think 
it would make more sense if Venus's colour was green really, 
because of the plants and leaves and..." 


Kraden ceased his rambling to notice that everyone had 
vanished and blinked in confusion. "Now where did they all 
go?" 


The group had in fact run away from Kraden when they grew 
tired of listening to him prattling on and were now holed up 
in Isaac's house, hoping he wouldn't track them down and 
continue talking about unimportant things. 


Dora gave them all a very strange look. "What are you all 
doing in here?" 


"It's Kraden, Mom!" Isaac complained. "He keeps talking 
about the most ridiculous things these days. | think he's 
going senile." 


"Now, Isaac, that is certainly no way to speak about your 
elders," Dora scolded. 


Isaac sighed. Did nobody else notice that Kraden talked way 
more than was considered normal? 


The group made their way upstairs to Isaac's room and sat 
down to have a conversation about whatever random things 
occurred to them to talk about at that moment. Surprisingly, 
it was Alex who spoke up first, despite the fact that half the 
time he pretended he didn't want anything to do with them. 
Nobody really knew why he was hanging out with them in 
the first place for that matter. 


"Say, | was wondering about those elemental spirit things 
you carry around," said the Mercurian. "What were they 
called again? Dinjin?" 


"It's Djinn," Ivan said. "Djinn is the plural and Djinni is the 
singular. It's pretty confusing for some." 


"I see. They boost your strength and give you new Psynergy, 
that kind of thing?" Alex guessed, to which everyone 
nodded. "I wouldn't mind borrowing a few just to see what 
happens. | swear I'm not thinking of doing anything evil. I'm 
just curious." 


"Don't listen to him," Mia said immediately. "He's always 
thinking of doing something evil." 


"But he hasn't done anything since he joined us," Jenna 
said. "I think we can trust him." 


"You're just swayed by his bishounen looks," Mia accused. 
"Lam not!" Jenna exclaimed, flushing hotly. 


Alex sighed exaggeratedly. "What have | done to make you 
hate me so much, Mia?" 


"You did betray her clan and use us to get the power of the 
Golden Sun," Garet said. 


"Oh yeah... but all that's in the past now, isn't it?" Alex 
looked around hopefully. "Come on, can't I just have a few 
Djinn to see what happens?" 


Felix closed his eyes and shook his head in exasperation. 
Alex would keep going on about it if they didn't give in. 
"Piers, just give him some of yours." 


Piers opened his mouth to object, but thought about it. Alex 
could go on for quite a bit if he wanted to. Sometimes he 
almost rivalled Kraden when it came to talking so much, 
especially that time in Champa. It would probably be better 


to just let Alex have some Djinn, otherwise they would 
probably never hear the end of it. 


"Fine," the Lemurian said in a reluctant tone. "You can have 
some." He grudgingly handed four of his Djinn over to Alex. 


"| look forward to seeing what new Psynergy abilities | might 
have. This should be interesting," Alex commented. "Say, 
don't we also have classes? | wonder what my classes would 
be." 


"My class starts with Mariner," Piers said. "The highest is 
Admiral. Right now, I'm a Captain. Mia is Water Seer in her 
base class, right?" 


Mia nodded. "Right, and my top class is Angel." 


Meanwhile, back at the lawsuit company where they sued 
fictional characters, a lawyer was currently seeing a 
representative of Paramount Productions. 


"So, you want to sue this guy who is named Piers?" the 
lawyer asked, studying a sheet of paper curiously. "The 
paper says he is in a game series known as Golden Sun. So, 
let me get this straight, you actually want to sue him 
because his name in the Japanese version is Picard? 
Seriously? There's loads of people in France with the name 
Picard." 


"Except, right now, we sense that he passing himself off as a 
Captain," said the Paramount guy. "He even has a ship. 
Though it's probably not called the Enterprise." 


"Right... well, this does seem like an incredibly stupid reason 
to sue somebody but we're lawyers. We'll sue anyone or 
anything for the stupidest reasons people can possibly think 


of!" the lawyer declared. "Very well, let's open up the 
Magical Portal Thingiemabobber and go and find him!" 


With that, a bunch of lawyers and Paramount people jumped 
into the Magical Portal Thingiemabobber, which warped 
them away to Weyard. 


Back in Weyard, Alex was wandering around the village in 
deep thought. It was not about how to take over the world, 
but rather what the names of his classes should be. 


"Hmm, | wonder," Alex murmured. "Evil Overlord would be 
great for the top class. Perhaps I'll call the base class 
Evildoer. Gosh, thinking of names for these classes are 
certainly tricky." 


As for everyone else, they had also gone their separate ways 
and were just doing random things. Sheba, for example, was 
hanging out in the plaza and swinging on the gate. Nobody 
had yelled at her for it yet so she was content to keep doing 
it. 


At that moment, some very important looking men in smart 
suits and dark ominous shades approached the gate from 
the other side. 


"Excuse me, little girl," one spoke. 
"Who are you calling little girl?" Sheba shouted angrily. 


"Sorry, miss. Do you know someone by the name of Picard... | 
mean, Piers?" 


"Piers? | do know a Piers. Blue-haired guy from Lemuria, 
right?" 


"Um, | suppose so. We kind of need to see him right now." 


"Sure, come in!" Sheba hopped off the gate and let the 
strange men into Vale, ignoring the gasps of stunned 
Valeans who couldn't believe she had the audacity to ignore 
their rules in such a brazen manner. 


As for what everyone else was doing... 


Garet was sitting down on a tree trunk and chowing on a 
nice big sandwich. He was quite hungry after all. The 
unfortunate Mars Adept was unaware of the impending 
danger creeping up on him from behind. 


"In my day, children were respectful to their elders and they 
did not run away from them for no good reason. You know, 
the only good reason | could think of would be if the elder 
had suddenly burst into flames and the fire was threatening 
to become a deadly inferno that would swallow them all up. 
Say, that sandwich does look quite tasty. | can't even 
remember the last time that | had a meal. What was it 
again? Oh yes, | think it was some stew and bread that Dora 
so kindly brought over to my house. She is such a kind and 
thoughtful woman. | think she ought to teach Isaac some 
manners though. You could all do with a lesson on manners 
for that matter." 


Garet curled up in a shuddering heap and moaned. Why 
couldn't Kraden just leave him alone so that he could enjoy 
his sandwich in peace? 


Sheba found Piers sitting with Felix. The two were currently 
complaining about how annoying Alex was. Everyone 
considered Alex to be annoying for that matter and Alex 
knew that, but for some reason he hadn't left yet. Why this 
was was a complete and utter mystery to everyone. 


"Hey, Piers," said Sheba, "some men have come to speak to 
you." 


"Huh?" Piers stared at the strange men. "What for?" 


"We're here to sue your pants off because you're a Captain 
and your Japanese name is Picard," said one of the suited 
men. 


Piers slowly blinked, wondering if this was all some bizarre 
joke. 


"Oh great." Felix sighed. "I'm trying to remember the last 
time we had a perfectly normal day. | miss normal days." 


"Um... | don't know what you're talking about," Piers lied 
lamely. "You have the wrong guy." 


"That didn't work in Madra and it's not going to work here," 
Felix muttered. 


"Oh really?" One of the men turned to Sheba. "Say, you're a 
Jupiter Adept and have the power to read minds, right?" 


"Um... that's true." Sheba frowned, wondering how he even 
knew that. 


"Well, | want you to read his mind and show me what he's 
thinking," said the man. "Or I'll sue you for having an ugly 
haircut." 


Sheba was torn between casting Spark Plasma on him for 
calling her haircut ugly and asking him if he could really sue 
her for that. 


"Sheba, just do it. The quicker this insanity is over, the 
better," said Felix. 


"But..." Sheba protested. 


"Hey, wait a minute!" Piers exclaimed. "You can't read my 
mind. That's a total violation of my rights!" 


"Since when do us Jupiter Adepts give a damn about rights?" 
Sheba asked. 


"Point," Piers said. 


Sheba grudgingly took the man's hand and started reading 
Piers's mind. 


"I was crazy once. They put me in a padded room. | died 
there and they put me in a box. Then the worms came! 
Worms! Worms drive me crazy! Crazy? | was crazy once. 
They put me in a padded room. | died there and they put me 
in a box. Then the worms came. Worms! Worms drive me 
crazy! Crazy?" 


Sheba broke off the Mind Read, looking disgusted. "How did 
you come up with that? I'm leaving." She turned around and 
stomped off. 


Felix stared at Piers, who shrugged. 


Another man stepped forward. "I'll be interrogating you 
then," he announced, brandishing a notepad and pen with a 
fiendish look on his face. 


"No, I'll be interrogating you," Piers shot back. "Why is the 
sky blue?" 


"Uh..." 
"Why do cows go moo?" 


"Um..." 


"Which came first, the chicken or the egg? How come Alex's 
hair looks so pretty? Why do Ivan and Sheba have purple 
eyebrows and blonde hair? Why does Kraden talk too much? 
Why do lighthouses split into four when being lit? What is 
the Wise One supposed to be? Why do we exist? When will 
Alex give me back my Djinn? Why is Conservato such an 
annoying old fart? Which is more painful, giving birth or 
being kicked in the nuts? Do you know what | ate for 
breakfast this morning?" 


"That's it, | can't take anymore!" The man threw his notepad 
and pen away then ran away screaming. 


The other men backed away nervously. 

"I think he's insane," one of them mumbled. 

"Let's forget about the lawsuit," said another. 

"Yeah, to heck with this!" said yet another. 

With that, the men all ran off and returned to their world. 


"Thank goodness that's over." Piers smiled in relief, then 
noticed Felix was still staring at him. "Do you ever get tired 
of staring?" 


"I'm leaving," Felix announced, getting up and walking away 
with a tired expression. 


"Okay then." Piers put his chin in his hand and started 
whistling a tune. 


Elsewhere, Mia was walking around when she caught sight 
of Garet lying on top of a fallen tree trunk and snoring while 
clutching onto a sandwich. Apparently, the cause of this was 


Kraden, who was standing over his sleeping body and 
droning on. 


"And so, the butterfly emerges from its cocoon in a 
completely new form. It is quite fascinating-" 


"Kraden!" Mia exclaimed. "I just saw the Wise One over 
there!" She pointed in a random direction. 


"Oh, goody! I've been meaning to ask him some questions 
about Alchemy!" Kraden shot off at a surprisingly fast pace. 


Mia knelt down next to Garet and shook him. "Wake up, 
Garet. It's okay, he's gone now." 


Garet opened his eyes and moaned. "I thought he would 
never leave. All | wanted to do was eat my sandwich." 


"You poor thing." Mia patted his head sympathetically. 


Meanwhile, Aura and Ivan were standing in the plaza and 
saw the lawyers and Paramount people run out of the village 
screaming. 


"Is it just me or have things been really weird ever since you 
came?" Ivan asked. 


"It's a coincidence." Aura smiled brightly. 


"Really?" Ivan gave her a suspicious stare. 


5. Chapter 5 
When Adepts go Insane 


It was a typical day in Vale with not much happening. Aura 
and the Adepts were sitting around on beanbags in 
someone's empty house, swigging from cans of Mountain 
Dew. 


"This stuff is so weird," Ivan commented. "You sure have 
strange stuff in your world." 


"Anything that makes you hyper is good!" Aura said chirpily. 
"Caffeine for the win!" 


"Caffeine? What's caffeine? | thought we were drinking 
Mountain Dew?" Garet asked in confusion. 


"| hope we're not offending a certain Djinni by drinking this," 
Mia said worriedly. 


Aura stared at them in exasperation and shook her head. 


Suddenly, an ominous shadow fell over the house. 
Considering that it was a sunny day with not a single cloud 
to be seen in the sky, this struck everyone as suspicious. 


"I'll go and see what it is." Sheba headed to the front door 
and stepped out. A moment later, she shouted, "What the 
heck?" 


The others quickly ran out and stared at the towering 
abomination that stood over them. It was even bigger than 
anything they had faced before but didn't look quite as 
scary for that matter. It was just strange. 


"What on Weyard is that supposed to be?" Felix asked. 
"Is this more of Alchemy's work?" Isaac wondered. 


"How could Alchemy possibly create something like that?" 
Jenna folded her arms and frowned. "It's just too weird." 


"I'm getting pretty hungry looking at it," Garet commented. 


"Okay. Is there a chance the Mountain Dew is making us 
hallucinate?" Mia asked. 


"So, uh, yeah, what is it anyway?" Piers inquired. 


"It's..." Aura paused and turned around to face the Adepts. 
"The Extremely Evil Gigantic Fluffy Pink Marshmallow of 
Doom and his Cronies, the Evil Toothbrushes!" she yelled. 


Everyone screamed for about two seconds then stopped. 
"Wait, what?" Ivan frowned. 


"This is just a dream," Alex muttered to himself. "Please let 
this just be some bizarre dream." However, he didn't think it 
was a dream since Mia wasn't professing her undying love to 
him and he wasn't the ruler of the world. 


The Adepts continued to stare up at the extremely large 
pink marshmallow. It had a pair of glowing red eyes, arms 
and legs. The arms and legs were also marshmallow. Ten 
toothbrushes zipped around it, scrubbing furiously at its 
surface and keeping it squeaky clean somehow. Why it 
wasn't falling apart from being scrubbed by toothbrush 
bristles was a mystery. 


"I am going to rule the world!" the marshmallow declared in 
a booming voice. "And nobody shall get in my way!" 


"You are not going to rule the world, | am!" Alex shouted. 
"Oh yeah, and you suck, by the way!" Everyone turned 
toward him and he froze. "Uh, just kidding about the world 
ruling thing." 


The marshmallow was angered by Alex's words. "Then | shall 
teach you a lesson! And just take a bunch of you as well 
because l'm an evil jerk!" It laughed maniacally and 
Snatched up Alex along with the other boys before flying off 
into the distance. 


Aura, Jenna, Sheba and Mia stared at the disappearing 
marshmallow in shock, wondering what had just happened. 


"Um... | guess we've got to save them," Sheba said finally. 
"We don't need to save Alex though," said Mia. 


"Okay, but where did the marshmallow even come from and 
where did it take them?" Jenna asked helplessly. 


"Don't worry, guys," Aura said. "| know how we can get to 
TEEGFPMOD's Great Big Pink Floaty Castle to the South of 
Angara." 


The other girls looked incredibly confused at her words. 


"Um... | think we would have noticed a floating pink castle," 
Jenna said slowly. 


"Yeah," Mia agreed. 
"You can only see it if you get there," Aura replied. 
"But that makes no sense!" Sheba exclaimed. 


"Does anything that happened just now make sense?" asked 
Aura. Sheba shook her head. "Exactly. Now, to get there, we 


have to click our heels together and shout 'There's no place 
like The Extremely Evil Giant Fluffy Pink Marshmallow of 
Doom and his Cronies the Evil Toothbrushes' Great Big Pink 
Floaty Castle to the South of Angara.'" 


"You're joking, right?" Jenna looked put out. 
"No, I'm not joking." Aura had a serious look on her face. 


Everyone took deep breaths then started clicking their heels 
and chanting the phrase. Somehow they all managed to do 
it. A whirling pink vortex came out of nowhere, lifting them 
off their feet and carrying them off to the south of Angara. 
They were dropped in front of a large pink castle atop a 
cloud. The girls stepped inside and looked around. 


"Well, it sure is very pink," Mia said. 


"| guess the marshmallow guy likes the colour pink," said 
Jenna. "I can't understand why there are such things as evil 
talking marshmallows though." 


"| wonder what he's planning to do to the guys," Sheba said 
worriedly. "We should hurry." 


"Stop right there!" Three particularly large stuffed teddy 
bears marched forward with menacing expressions on their 
faces. Mia cast Ice Missile, Jenna cast Dragon Fume and 
Sheba cast Spark Plasma. The teddybears were very quickly 
destroyed. 


With the teddybears out of the way, the girls were free to 
run through the castle, a task made easier by the fact there 
seemed to be nothing else to stop them. However, they 
really had no idea where to go which did make things a little 
problematic. Suddenly, the floor gave way beneath them 
and they fell screaming down a chute. 


"What is it with this weird place?" Mia cried out as they slid 
down the chute. 


"| don't know, but this is very uncomfortable." Jenna was 
struggling to keep her skirt around her knees as they 
continued to slide down. 


The chute came to an end and they landed on a moving 
conveyor belt, quickly leaping onto a floating platform 
before falling off the edge. The platform carried them to a 
ledge and they found a ladder which they then began 
climbing. It happened to be a very long ladder and they 
began to grow rather tired. 


"| hate this stupid place," Sheba complained. "And | hate 
marshmallows." 


"| wonder if the evil marshmallow really tastes like a 
marshmallow? I'm really going to toast him when we find 
him," Jenna said. "Then I'll eat him." 


"That didn't sound creepy at all," Aura muttered, a bead of 
sweat rolling down her head. 


Eventually the tired group reached the top of the ladder and 
walked along a tunnel. Suddenly, lots of little fairies 
appeared and started zooming into them. 


"Ow! What the heck?" Sheba tried to swat a fairy but it 
moved away too quickly. 


Aura swung her staff, but missed. "Drat. They're too fast!" 


"Ply!" Mia shouted, casting the healing Psynergy. The Ply 
fairy popped out and zipped around, whacking all the other 
fairies into non-existence before disappearing. "Wow, | can't 
believe that worked." 


At the end of a tunnel they found a giant feather lying there 
and for some reason they hopped onto it. Bizarrely enough, 
the feather started moving and it floated through empty 
Space until it reached a platform and dropped them off. The 
platform was suspended in the air above a giant vat of green 
liquid. 


"| wonder what that liquid is?" Sheba peered over the edge, 
frowning. "I hope we don't fall in it." 


"Ah! Look!" Jenna exclaimed, pointing in alarm. 


Everyone else looked in the direction she was pointing and 
caught sight of Isaac, Garet, Ivan, Felix, Piers and Alex 
strapped to a moving wall. The wall was slowly dropping 
down toward the green juice. 


There was a burst of evil laughter and they looked down to 
see TEEGFPMOD standing there. "So you've come!" said the 
giant marshmallow. "The liquid you see is a special kind of 
cacti juice. Any living thing is transformed into a cactus. So 
that means when your friends reach the juice they will 
become cactus! Fwa ha ha ha ha!" 


Jenna, Mia and Sheba all had blank looks on their faces. The 
very idea was ludicrous. 


"What, don't you believe me? Well, even if they didn't turn 
into cacti, they would drown anyway so you should kind of 
start panicking now," said the marshmallow. 


"What should we do?" Mia asked, frowning. 


"I'd toast the marshmallow guy but he's too far away." Jenna 
crossed her arms. "There's got to be something we can do." 


"Like what? We've got to think of something!" Sheba 
exclaimed in worry. "And fast!" 


"This is terrible!" Garet lamented. "Mom was going to make 
my favourite dish for dinner tonight and now | won't get to 
eat it!" 


"| didn't even get to rule the world," Alex quietly sobbed 
under his breath. He couldn't even warp out from the trap 
due to Scary Author Powers, not that he even had any idea 
what they were. 


"| always hoped that one day | would grow tall. At this rate | 
may never see that day." Ivan looked down at the cacti juice 
glumly. 


"There may be a chance I'm actually immune to drowning. 
It's possible, right? Look at all the water related incidents 
I've survived..." Felix, however, wasn't quite so sure. 


"Dude, this really sucks," Isaac stated. 


"We need to get rid of TEEGFPMOD somehow..." Aura 
paused. "Hey, TEEGFPMOD, what's your favourite thing?" 


"Toothbrushes!" the marshmallow fiend declared. 
"There's a toothbrush in the cacti juice!" Aura shouted. 


TEEGFPMOD gasped in horror. "No! I'll save you, 
toothbrush!" He leaped down into the cacti juice and 
disappeared. 


"Did he really just fall for that?" Jenna asked in disbelief. 


"The guys are still moving toward the cacti juice," Sheba 
said in a worried voice. "Isn't there some way to stop it? Like 


a lever or something?" 


"Ooh, | Know. How about we click our heels and say ‘There's 
no place like Vale’ repeatedly?" Aura suggested. "That's how 
we got here after all, and the guys can do it as well." 


"Well, it could be worth a try," Mia said doubtfully. "I really 
hope it works." 


"Hey!" Sheba called out to the others. "Just click your heels 
and shout 'There's no place like Vale’ repeatedly!" 


The guys looked at her as if she was insane, but they tried it 
anyway, and the girls also did it. The whirling pink vortex 
came in and somehow managed to grab everyone, even the 
guys who were still tied down, and whisked them out of the 
castle all the way back to Vale. They were dropped in front of 
the house. 


"Well, that was random," said Felix, sighing. "I'm tired of 
randomness." 


"| Suppose randomness can be kind of fun," Piers 
commented. "Though it's a little scary when your life is 
flashing before your eyes because you might be about to 
die." 


"Let's go drink more Mountain Dew!" Aura exclaimed, 
marching into the house. The Adepts wearily followed her in, 
glad that latest incident was over. 


6. Chapter 6 
When Adepts go Insane 
X-O-X-O-X 


Well, I'm getting rather tired of this fanfic, so this is the last 
chapter. | doubt anyone expects a proper resolution to a 
random comedy fanfic anyway. 


X-O-X-O-X 


It was a fine afternoon and Aura and the Adepts were sitting 
around and enjoying a picnic. As they chatted and ate, it 
suddenly occurred to Ivan that one of them was missing. 


"| wonder where Alex got to," Ivan said, looking around. 
"When did we last see him anyway?" 


"He's probably busy conditioning his hair," Garet said 
Ssnidely. "How come that jerk is hanging out with us all the 
time anyway? It's weird." 


"| sure hope he's not carrying out some grand plan for world 
domination," Isaac said worriedly. 


"Don't worry. The Wise One will kick his butt if he tries 
anything," said Jenna. "Maybe he just got tired of hanging 
out with us. He's usually pretty antisocial after all." 


"| prefer him when he's antisocial," Sheba muttered. "Let's 
just enjoy this Alex free time while it lasts." 


A few minutes went by as they continued to talk among 
themselves, before they were interrupted by a familiar 
person warping right into the middle of their picnic. 


"Watch the basket!" Garet exclaimed furiously. The Mercury 
Adept had come dangerously close to standing right on top 
of it and crushing whatever was left in there. 


"Sorry," Alex said, causing them all to choke and stare at 
him in disbelief. Had he really just apologised? 


"What are you holding?" Piers asked, noticing the cardboard 
box in his arms. 


"And what is that smell coming from it? It smells almost 
like... cookies?" Felix asked. 


"You stole those cookies, didn't you?" Mia accused. "You evil 
jerk!" 


"| am offended that you think | would stoop so low as to 
steal." Alex seemed to be hurt by her accusation. "However, 
| will forgive you, Mia. | went to the trouble of learning how 
to bake cookies so that | could present you all with a gift. 
Please accept these cookies." 


"| see." Isaac frowned, crossing his arms. "You poisoned a 
batch of cookies and are plotting to kill us with poisoned 
cookies, aren't you?" 


"But couldn't Cure Poison just get rid of the poison?" Aura 
inquired. 


"It could be a certain type of poison we don't notice until it's 
too late," Mia reasoned, shooting a glare at Alex. "Nice try, 
creep." 


"I| wouldn't poison you guys. Look." Alex took a cookie from 
the box and ate it in two gulps. "Would | eat a poisoned 
cookie?" 


"You might if you Knew Cure Poison," Ivan pointed out. 


Alex stared at him, his eyes welling up. "I was just trying to 
be nice, but if you're all going to be such jerks about it, I'm 
leaving!" He threw down the box and warped out. 


Everyone stared at the spot where Alex had disappeared 
with their mouths hanging open in disbelief. They weren't 
sure what to think of the scene they had just witnessed. 


"Maybe it's Alex's time of the month?" Felix suggested. 


"Do you think he was telling the truth about the cookies?" 
Jenna wondered. "He really did seem to be rather upset." 


"Well, even if they were poisoned, we could just get some 
antidotes from the store or have Mia and Piers use their Cure 
Poison Psynergy and we'd be fine," Garet said. Everyone 
looked at him doubtfully. "What? Those cookies smell great!" 


"Honestly, if everyone is going to make such a fuss about 
the cookies, | might as well just give them to Kraden," Aura 
muttered. "Uh, just kidding," she said quickly as they gave 
her horrified looks. 


X-O-X-O-X 


An hour had gone by since lunch. The cookies had been 
disposed of since nobody was really willing to try them. 
Garet's common-sense had won out over his stomach in the 
end. Ivan was partaking in a walk by the river when he 
noticed Mia standing there and staring into the distance. 


"Hey, Mia, what's up?" Ivan asked, approaching her. 


"Gee, | dunno, the sky, maybe?" Mia responded. 


Ivan slowly blinked. "Well, yeah, | suppose that's true. | was 
just... wondering what you were doing, but if it's a bad 
time..." 


"Oh, no, Ivan, it's absolutely fine." The tone of Mia's voice 
seemed to suggest otherwise however. "If you want to 
complain about how short you are for the ten millionth time, 
go right ahead." 


"Huh?" Ivan was confused now. "Since when do | complain 
about my height? And I'm not short!" 


"Sure, and I'm really a one hundred year old woman," Mia 
Said sarcastically. 


Ivan decided he didn't want to converse with her any longer 
if she was going to act so strange and walked off, looking 
bewildered. Just what had got into her today? 


X-O-X-O-X 


Isaac was in his room, mending a hole he had found in his 
precious scarf, when there was a furious knock on the door. 
"Uh, come in!" he called out, wondering who it was. 


Kay opened the door, rushing in. "Isaac, you've got to talk to 
Garet. | think he's gone nuts!" 


Isaac raised an eyebrow. "What's Garet done now?" 


"He's taken all the food that he considers to be fattening 
from the larder and put it all in a pile, then set fire to it!" Kay 


spoke in a rush. "And he was saying he wants to go on a diet 
and only eat healthy food from now on." 


Isaac stared at her for a long time. "Is this a joke?" 


"No! You think I'd come all the way over to crack a stupid 
joke?" Kay scowled at him. 


"Hmm, you do have a point." Isaac stood up. "Alright, I'll go 
and see what's going on." He left the house and went to find 
Garet, who was standing before a pile of smouldering ashes 
that was apparently the food he had just set fire to. "Garet, 
is something wrong?" 


"Huh?" Garet looked at him. "Oh, no, | can assure you that 
there is absolutely nothing the matter. | merely believe that 
it would be a good idea to watch my weight from now on and 
not engorge myself on food so often. | will only be eating 
healthy food. If you think about it, it is a very sensible 
lifestyle choice." 


Isaac frowned. Not only was Garet acting strange, even the 
way he was speaking sounded a bit off. "Garet, are you 
really alright?" 


"There is nothing wrong with watching my weight," Garet 
responded. "You are fretting over this far too much, Isaac." 


"Okay, well..." Isaac backed away. "I'll just leave you to it 
then." He started walking back home, then saw Ivan coming 
toward him. "Hey, Ivan, you'll never believe what | just saw." 


"| don't know. Is it more unlikely than Mia being a smartass?" 
Ivan asked. 


"Well, there was that one time in Altmiller Cave. Come to 
think of it, why doesn't she do that more often?" Isaac 


wondered. "It's odd, isn't it?" 


"Well, she was being a bit mean too," Ivan said. "What did 
you see?" 


"Garet's burning a lot of food and claiming he wants to go on 
a diet," Isaac explained. "There's something weird about the 
way he's speaking too but I can't quite put my finger on it." 


"Hmm. Alex was behaving quite strangely this morning as 
well." Ivan frowned. "I thought he was trying really hard to 
trick us into eating the cookies, but what if there's a more 
sinister explanation?" 


"| think it's time for some Mind Reading," Isaac said 
seriously. 


As the two were talking they had been unaware of the 
mysterious figures creeping up on them from the shadows. 
At the last second, they turned around and screamed. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Jenna and Sheba stood on the bridge, peering over and 
watching their makeshift boats race each other along the 
river. Jenna's was the first to disappear over the waterfall 
and she cheered. 


"Alright, mine won!" Jenna exclaimed. 
"I'll definitely beat you next time," Sheba declared. 


"Hey, has anyone seen Piers?" Felix asked, approaching the 
bridge. "I can't find him anywhere." 


Jenna peered into the distance and pointed. "Isn't that him 
over there?" 


"Huh? Oh, you're right." Felix watched Piers come toward 
them. "Hey, where did you go? You disappeared all of a 
sudden." 


"Hush." Piers held up a finger. "Listen..." 
Felix, Jenna and Sheba exchanged confused glances. 
"Um, | don't hear anything out of the ordinary," Sheba said. 


"The rushing of the water, the wind blowing through the 
trees... sometimes we forget to truly appreciate nature," 
Piers said. "We should take more time to just listen to it, 
don't you think?" 


"| didn't know you were a nature freak," Jenna said. 


"We must do more to protect nature. How many trees were 
cut down to build these houses?" Piers asked. 


"Er... well, we did have to cut down a bunch of them to 
rebuild, but it was better than being homeless," Felix 
pointed out. 


"If people continue to do things like this, then the wonders 
of nature will be lost to us," Piers fretted. "This beautiful 
world has already suffered so much-" 


"That's it." Sheba stepped forward to read Piers's mind. A 
minute later, she stopped, gasping in horror. "Oh no-" 


However, Sheba wasn't able to finish as a mysterious robed 
figure swooped past using a very fast hovercraft and 


Snatched her up, disappearing into the distance before 
anyone really had time to notice what was going on. 


"Uh, did Sheba just get kidnapped?" Jenna frowned. 


"| must be off now," said Piers. "I wish to go and hug some 
trees." He turned around and walked away. 


"Something random is happening again, isn't it?" Felix 
moaned. 


"Come on, let's go and rescue Sheba. | think she was taken 
in that direction." Jenna walked past and Felix followed. 


X-O-X-O-X 


Aura skipped into the village, clutching an armful of Pixy 
Stix. "We're gonna get really hyper off all this stuff but it will 
be so worth it. Huh?" She stopped, noticing Isaac standing in 
the middle of the plaza. 


"I'm so awesome!" Isaac shouted. "I defeated four dragons, 
and two of them had multiple heads! | bet none of you could 
beat a dragon. | even helped to save the world. I'm so great." 


The villagers in the plaza gave Isaac strange looks and 
hurried away. Aura walked up. 


"Isaac, what are you doing?" she asked. 


"Everybody needs to know how awesome | am!" Isaac 
declared. 


"Right. Well, don't let me stop you." Aura left Isaac to his 
rantings and went to find the others. 


X-O-X-O-X 


"Huh? What's Ivan doing?" Jenna noticed the Jupiter Adept 
standing there and screaming. She couldn't quite make out 
what he was saying. The siblings approached him. 


"What's the matter?" Felix asked. 


"We're doomed!" Ivan screamed. "Doomed, | tell you! The 
world is going to end!" 


"Uh... but we saved it, remember?" Jenna frowned. "I know 
Alchemy might mess around with the world a bit, but it's not 
going to erode anymore." 


"Why is everyone acting so weird?" Felix wondered. "I havea 
horrible feeling we're going to find Sheba acting weird as 
well." 


Ivan suddenly screamed again and ran off, waving his arms 
in the air. He ran past Aura, who glanced at him in 
bewilderment. 


"Looks like Alex isn't the only one acting strange today," 
said the pink haired girl. "I thought we could have some fun 
eating Pixy Stix, but | guess that will have to wait." 


"Pixy Stix?" Jenna repeated in confusion. "Does it have 
something to do with pixies?" 


"We saw this weird hooded figure come out of nowhere and 
snatch Sheba, then carry her off," Felix recounted. "Ivan and 
Piers were acting rather strange too. Kind of like how Alex 
was this morning." 


"Either Isaac had a sudden ego trip or he's acting weird too," 
said Aura. "Let's get to the bottom of this mystery." 


The trio headed off in the direction that Sheba had been 
taken. They found themselves going into the nearby woods 
and ended up separating. 


Aura wandered through the trees, looking around warily. She 
didn't know what she was going to find, but there was 
definitely something mysterious to be found in these woods 
and she would find it. 


A twig snapped and she whirled around to see Sheba. 
"Sheba?" 


"Do you think my head looks too big?" Sheba's bottom lip 
was sticking out and her eyes were watery. "It's the hair, 
isn't it? My hair is terrible!" She let out a loud sniff. 


"Uh, well..." Aura frowned. "Hey, Sheba, mind showing me 
where you just came from? I'll take you to an excellent hair 
stylist afterwards." 


"Really?" Sheba grinned in delight. "Okay, I'll show you!" 
She turned around and skipped off. Aura followed her, 
Shaking her head. This was getting stranger and stranger by 
the minute. 


Eventually, they reached an ominous looking and very large 
cave that was just sitting in the middle of the woods. A 
wooden sign outside identified it as "Lair of the Great 
Cloner". 


"Clones, huh?" Aura murmured to herself. "Then where are 
the originals? | suppose they must be in there." 


Suddenly, Felix and Jenna came walking out of the cave. 


"Huh, you guys found the place before me?" Aura pouted. 


"| love this shiny new razor." Felix was staring at a razor he 
held in his hands. "I can't wait to cut myself with it because 
I'm so emo." 


"Alex is so hot." Jenna sighed. "I'd love to date a sexy villain 
like him. Maybe we could even rule the world together. | 
don't care how evil he is. | just want to be with him. He's not 
annoying at all." 


Aura quietly groaned, smacking a palm to her forehead. 
Whoever was capturing the Adepts, they sure were good at 
it. 

"Um, so where can | find this good hairstylist?" asked the 


Sheba clone. 


Aura ignored her and walked off into the cave. Suddenly, 
several hooded figures came sliding down on ropes 
suspended from the ceiling and surrounded her, laughing 
sinisterly. 


"Aw, | don't have time for this," Aura complained. "Scary 
Author Power!" she yelled, aiming her staff. 


The hooded figures screamed in pain and withered away 
until they were nothing more than piles of dust. Aura kept 
on walking through the cave until she came to a room where 
the Adepts were all tied up. She quickly untied them all. 


"How did you guys manage to get captured?" Aura asked. 
"They just came out of nowhere," Isaac complained. 


"Yeah, and they tended to knock us unconscious," said Mia. 


"It's pretty hard to defend yourself when unconscious," Ivan 
grumbled. 


"Right... well, it seems you've all been cloned," said Aura. 


"I don't Know why anyone would want to make clones of us," 
Alex said. "Whoever is behind this must be crazy." 


"Muahahahahaha!" 


Everyone turned to see a mysterious figure standing in the 
doorway, his face obscured by a hood. 


"So you've all been freed, it seems, and most of my minions 
have been destroyed, but it's not over yet!" The mysterious 
figure laughed. 


"Who are you?" Jenna asked. 


"Duh. I'm the Great Cloner, who's behind this insidious plot. 
Now I'll summon your evil clones to fight you all. | doubt you 
can win against them." The Great Cloner laughed again and 
Snapped his fingers. 


Suddenly, the Adept clones appeared in the room, startling 
everyone. 


"How did you do that?" Garet stuttered. 
"This is bizarre," Piers commented. 


The Great Cloner laughed evilly once more then walked out 
of the room. 


"So... | guess you guys have to defeat your clones now?" 
Aura leaned against the wall. Watching the Adepts fight 
their clones seemed so much more interesting than actually 
going after the Great Cloner. 


The Adepts lined up and looked threateningly at their 
clones, preparing for a battle. 


"I seriously think the world is going to end," Ivan clone 
moaned. "Why won't anyone believe me?" 


"Are you serious?" Sheba clone whirled around, looking at 
him in horror. "I don't want to die with bad hair!" 


"Then shave your hair," Mia clone said bitingly. "At least you 
would look better bald." 


Sheba clone stared at her in shock, then burst into tears. 


"Alex, let's go on a date!" Jenna clone clung to Alex clone's 
arm, staring at him with heart eyes. "Your hair is so 
beautiful... | can't stop looking at it..." 


"Huh? Do you not think I'm evil then?" Alex clone looked at 
her hopefully. "Because I'm totally not evil and I'm tired of 
people calling me evil." 


"But being evil just makes you even more awesome!" Jenna 
clone protested. Alex clone pouted. 


"Speaking of awesome, have | told anyone how awesome | 
am lately?" asked Isaac clone. 


"Am | losing weight yet?" Garet clone was preoccupied with 
pinching his stomach. 


"It's such a dark, cold, lonely place." Felix clone was curled 
up in a shuddering heap. "Nobody loves me. | think | want to 
die." 


"We have to stop destroying nature!" Piers clone exclaimed. 
"If we keep killing the trees, there won't be any left." 


"Uh..." Alex frowned. "I thought he said they were evil 
clones?" 


"They don't really seem evil," said Isaac. 
"Just... bizarre," Mia said. 
"It's like being in a bad fanfic." Ivan shuddered. 


"Anyway... | don't think these guys are going to stop us from 
leaving," Felix pointed out. "Shouldn't we just go after the 
Great Cloner?" 


"Yes, he must be punished for creating these abominations." 
Jenna clenched a fist. Looking at her clone drooling over 
Alex's clone was making her feel sick to her stomach. She 
would never lust after a creep like him in a million years. 


"Then what are we waiting for? Let's go!" Sheba exclaimed. 
"Oh, and my hair is not bad!" 


The group walked out of the room, leaving the clones 
chatting among themselves and completely unaware of 
what was going on. They continued through the cave and 
found a door, then burst through it to see the Great Cloner 
looking at a machine and laughing to himself. The Great 
Cloner whirled around, looking shocked. 


"How could you have defeated the evil clones already?" the 
Great Cloner gasped. 


"You really are an idiot," Garet stated. 
"Grand Gaia!" 
"Pyroclasm!" 


"Spark Plasma!" 


"Ice Missile!" 
"Odyssey!" 
"Searing Beam!" 
"Tempest!" 
"Diamond Berg!" 


"Ack. | have been defeated. This cannot be." The Great 
Cloner fell over dead. Somehow, dying caused all his clones 
to disappear as well, because it was so much simpler that 
way. 


With that sorted out, everyone left the cave, trying to put 
the disturbing memories of bizarrely behaving Adept clones 
behind themselves. 


